St. Joseph’s College of Commerce, Bangalore 

Annual Report 2004 – 2005 

The various activities of the College come to an end with the celebration of the Annual Day on March 2005.  Hence, it is quite appropriate that we thank the Almighty for guiding and helping us in accomplishing the task.  We are grateful to God for having given us the strength and will power in fulfilling our duties and responsibilities, and making us humble enough to learn from our failures and mistakes.  We had Prof. K.V. Kodandaramaiah, an honest, upright and an administrator with great vision foresight as our Chief Guest. 

We, at St. Joseph’s, very strongly believe that education is not mere academic learning but a process, which helps, in the overall development of an individual – in a holistic way.  Today, we are living in a highly competitive world, which is loosing out on values and principles.  Therefore, I feel Educational Institutions play a very important role in moulding the character of individuals.  

THE STAFF

In the absence of the Principal Fr. Daniel Fernandes, SJ for six months, Prof. (Mrs.) B.C. Vaz, the Dean discharged the duties of the Principal and Fr. Charles Lasrado, SJ assumed charge as Administrator.  The Management is grateful to their selfless service to the students and the institution. 

Mr. Anto Paul after serving the institution as administrative staff for sixteen years resigned in 2003.  After taking a break of one year, to complete his MBA, he rejoined the teaching staff in the academic year 2004.  This year our teaching staff was further strengthened with the inclusion of Mrs. Nirmala Joseph, Ms. Reema Andrade, Dr. A.M. Sheela, Mrs. Manjula, and Dr. Ousep Matthen.  They tutored students on a wide range of subjects from Banking, Income Tax and Business Economics.  Mrs. N.  Sharmila, joined the English Department and Ms. Vanitha Abraham, Dept of Hindi.  Mr. Y. Madan, who served this institution for 20 years, retired in August 2004. We are grateful to him for all the hard work he put in to nurture the students.  We wish him all the best in his future endeavours.  Mr. Arun Melcom D’ Souza is our new Physical Instructor.

The hallmark of Jesuit Education is “magis” which means excellence in whatever you pursue.  This is one of the criteria that we take into consideration while imparting education to our students.  Jesuit education enlists a constant effort at becoming greater and aiming higher, the only difference is in the path followed.  A true Josephite would lend a helping hand to his faltering brethren, and try to bring up the disadvantaged and the slow.  In this task our teachers play an important role.  It is their dedicated service which makes the College vision a reality.  To meet the challenges of the time, our teaching staff attended several seminars, workshops, refresher courses and presented papers.  Dr. Philomin Raj, the Co-ordinator of M.Com Department apart from guiding many research projects, has presented a research paper in the International Conference held by Pondichery University. Dr. Lily David presented a paper on emerging trends in commerce education in a national level seminar organised by St. Joseph’s Arts & Science College,Bangalore. We appreciate their efforts. The new teachers attended a two day “Teacher enhancement Workshop” organized by the College.  The Principal was a member of the NAAC Peer Team, which accredited Government College of Arts & Science of Aurangabad and Institute of Science, Aurangabad, Maharashtra from July 26th to July 31st 2004.  

Mrs. Shalini, Mrs. Prema and Mr. Venkatesh joined the administration section this year. Our Administrative staff has been the backbone of this institution.  They work quietly behind the scenes, doing regular routine work, methodically, efficiently and joyfully.  We appreciate them for helping in the smooth functioning of the College.

AUTONOMY

In month of August 2004, the college geared up for the visit by the Expert Committee constituted by the UGC, to evaluate the performance and academic attainments of our college, for confirmation of autonomous status.  Select students and staff were engaged in creating awareness on autonomy and its benefits.  The Peer Team, comprising of Dr. Sr. Annamma Philip, Principal, Stella Maris College, Prof H. Devraj – Head of the Dept. of Biotechnology, Madras University, Major D.K. Nanda, Dr. Marian J Pinheiro – Principal, V.M. Salgocar College of Law, and D.K. Dogra Joint Secretary UGC, visited our College on the 30th of Aug 2004, and subsequently in the month of October, confirmed the grant of autonomous status from the academic year 2004 – 2005.  But we are still awaiting clearance from the State Government 

ACADEMIC LIFE

A significant development this year was the introduction of BBM.  The BBM course commenced on the 20th of June 2004, with an orientation programme.  The class was buzzing with activities throughout the year.  They attended a two-day programme on Group Dynamics conducted by Fr. Ronnie Prabhu, SJ.  Guest lectures form an integral part of the BBM Course.  The first one was by Sameer Khanna, on the qualities that a good manager should possess.  Dr. Ousep Matthen spoke at length, on the changing faces of Banking.  Mr. Kalai Selvam, briefed the students on business excellence and perseverance.  

The M.Com students too were busy throughout the year with various activities.  To energize and improve the organizing skills of our students, various inter – class competitions were held.  Research and higher education are inseparable.  Realizing this, our students were actively made to involve in research projects in the areas of accounting, taxation and finance of various companies.  A seminar on “Emerging trends in HR” was conducted on 2nd March 2005.  Students and staff from various colleges actively participated in the seminars.  Prof. (Mrs.) B.C.Vaz, our Dean released the maiden issue of St. Joseph’s Journal of Commerce and Management. 

The effort of the College to provide the state of art education to its students is ably supported by contributions from our donors and well wishers.  This support enables students form disadvantaged economic back ground to study in our College. We are happy to note now that our student strength stands at a healthy 1014.  The college has grown over the years in size and in academic programmes. New facilities have been introduced and students have been provided with additional infrastructure. Two well furnished Audio Visual Rooms and full fledged computer lab with 90 computers with 1 mbps broadband internet connection. 

This year too, St. Joseph’s College of Commerce has maintained top position in the academic sphere.  Our students performance in the Bangalore University Exams is as follows:




I B.Com – 91.42%




II B.Com – 91%




III B.Com – 94.71%




M.Com II Sem – 96.6%




M.Com IV Sem – 83.3%

Four of our undergraduate students were placed among the top 10 Ranks in Bangalore University




Neha Varma – 2nd Rank




Tharika Cariappa – 7th Rank 




Neha Myer – 9th Rank




Kunal Moktan – 10th Rank

Our students have achieved excellent results in the CA exams.  Sixteen students have cleared the PE 1 Examination and the PE II Examination has been cleared by one student.  We congratulate all of them!

STUDENT ACTIVITIES

We, at St. Joseph’s, provide a platform to our students to explore their academic, cultural and sportive talents in the form of various fests and Inter Collegiate events.  The Student’s Council plays a key role in organizing these extra curricular activities.  Student representatives organize themselves into three main councils – The Academic Council, The Cultural Council and The Sports Council. 

The Academic Council fosters creativity and encourages intellectual pursuits and creates awareness in the students about emerging trends in commerce.  The inter class business fest PRAXIS and CHANAKYA, the Inter Collegiate management fest, was organized by the academic council this year.

The cultural council aims at tapping the hidden talents of the students. The inter class fest KALOTSAV and the Inter Collegiate fest DHWANI was organized by the representatives of the Council.

The sports council aims at developing sportsmanship and team spirit among the students. Under the able guidance of Mr. Madan, the Physical Director, the Sports council organized SPIEL – 2004, the Inter Collegiate sports festival.

In addition to the three councils we also have a women’s cell.  This year a lot of changes were made in the functioning of the women’s cell.  It did not segregate itself as a separate council, but actively participated in all the activities with the other councils as well.  Movies of social values were screened and special self-improvement programmes were conducted.  The women’s cell aptly responded to the victims of Tsunami, by contributing cash as well as clothes, keeping in mind the needs of the women victims.  The Ladies Day was indeed a celebration of womanhood. The students have been actively taking part in various Business Fests held throughout the year, at various Colleges and have made the College proud by bagging prizes in most of the events. 

I am happy to inform that all the three councils and the women’s cell functioned well under the guidance of Mr. Kennedy, Mr. Ravi Richard, Mr. Anto Paul, Ms. Reema Andrade, Mr. Arun Melcom D’ Souza, Mr. Madan Y and Dr. Lily N David

Prof. Rajaram and Mrs. N. Sharmila of the Dept of English, guided the representatives of the Editorial Committee in bringing out the College Magazine BLUE CHIP 2005, which will be published some time in the first week of April.  Prof. Rajaram also helped the students in designing the College Newsletter YOUNG MIND.  My heartfelt thanks to all of them.

The Graduation Day was held on the 10th of March.  Mr. Abhishek Goenka, an ex – Josephite was the Chief Guest.  The outgoing students walked down memory lane, sharing their experiences nostalgically, with the audience.  

We at St. Joseph’s very strongly believe in reaching out to the less privileged in the society.  In this regard I have to mention Saravana. D of II year, a boy from such a background, who is immensely talented – be it his gymnastics, dance, acting or his photographic images.  Congrats to this immensely talented student. Rhea Gail Lobo, our first year student, represented India in the Global Young Leaders Conference held in Washington DC and New York City.  As part of the programme, she met and interact with various leaders from all walks of life – from top management executives in the business world to politically prominent figure heads from the White House.  Congratulations to her. 

LANGUAGE ASSOCIATIONS

‘Kannada Sangha’ and the ‘Hindi Parishad’ organized various activities for the students in their respective languages.  This year, the activities of the Kannada Sangha was inaugurated by the famous writer and critic Sri L.S. Sheshagiri Rao on the 23rd of July. Under the leadership of Fr. Daniel Fernandes, SJ and Dr. (Mrs.) B.N. Poornima, the activities of the Sangha, started with “Antaranga” – an inter class competition.  In association with the cultural fest ‘Dhwani’ the Kannada Sangha organized ‘SANTASA’ – a cultural programme in which 13 Colleges participated.  The birth centenary of the great Kannada poet Kuvempu, was celebrated on the 25th of January.  A Kannada play was also staged in connection with the theatre festival ‘ENACT’ organized by the College.  The Hindi Parishad organized ‘HINDI SAPTHA’ in the month of July.  The Parishad encouraged the students to participate in various inter collegiate competitions conducted in Hindi.  A representative group of five students were sent to Christ College to attend a seminar on ‘Hindi to English Translation’.  ‘SANSKRITI’ – was hosted to organize the Hindi events in connection with ‘Dhwani’.  Our College team put up a Hindi play ‘EK AUR KAHANI’ in connection with the theatre festival ‘ENACT’.

ENACT – 2004, the annual theatre festival of the College was held in Jawahar Bal Bhavan in the month of January.  12 teams from colleges all over Bangalore, competed in this 3 day theatre extravaganza.

SPORTS AND GAMES

Sports is an important activity in the long list of co – curricular activities of St. Joseph’s College of Commerce.  This can be seen from the number of activities the sports council was involved in, throughout the academic year.  The yearlong activities of the sports council started off with the inter class matches for football and basketball.  SPIEL 2004 was a major event organized by the sports council.  This year the organising committee decided to espouse a cause to SPIEL.  The committee tied up with Mr. Boniface Prabhu, an international wheel chair tennis champion, and decided that the proceeds collected from the spectators would go for the development of his Tennis Academy for the under privileged and disabled children.  The Annual athletic meet for the year 2004 –05 was held on the 17th of December 2004.  This year a difference was made by holding inter – class competitions for march-pasts, with each class designing their respective flags.  Number of students participated in various sports events at the state and national levels representing the college.  Congrats to all the prize winners and I also appreciate the efforts taken by our new physical instructor, Mr. Arun Melcom D’ Souza.

OUTREACH PROGRAMMES

This year the NSS, under the able guidance of its Staff Co-ordinator, Mr. Augustin Amaladas organized a lot of activities aimed at reaching out to the weaker sections in society.  The NSS Volunteers organized blood donation camp twice in the College.  On the 17th of January, a Fire – fighting Demonstration was held in the College premises, to make the students aware of the dangers of fire, and the ways and means to combat it.  The Central Water Board conducted a programme on the importance of harvesting rain water and the need to conserve water.  The NSS also organized a ten days camp at Hakki Pikki, a village near Bannerghatta.  The volunteers reached out to the poor people there in various ways.  A Cancer Awareness programme was organized by the cancer care organization, under the initiative of the NSS.  The speakers were eminent doctors from St. John’s Hospital.  They sensitized our students about the need to develop healthy habits to prevent cancer.  The NSS Volunteers will be bringing out a newsletter named ‘Thanu Mana’ which will focus exclusively on the various activities taken up by the NSS in the campus.

Our students also were sensitive to the needs and sufferings of the victims of Tsunami.  They contributed overwhelmingly to the Tsunami Relief Fund.  The college also mobilized a volunteer group of 14 students and sent them to the villages around Nagapattinam to assist in counselling the victims.

The All India Catholic University Federation (AICUF) members took part in various activities like spiritual seminars, Revival of AICUF in Karnataka, Inter – Religious Harmony Movement and also attended a leadership camp in Mangalore.

We, at St. Joseph’s always try our best, to give a helping hand, in whatever little way we can to the have-nots in the society.  This year too certain classes contributed their share in social service.  III A entertained a group of 20 boys from the Infant Jesus orphanage at Cubbon Park, for half a day.  93 Students from II B visited Little Sisters of the Poor, an old age home and also organized a visit to a slum where, they even adopted a 10 year old boy.  They currently sponsor his education, food and health care.  I ‘C’ celebrated Christmas with the elderly people of “Little Sisters of the Poor” and visited the orphanage called Shishu Bhavan.

The college, every year conducts a ten month Secretarial Training Course for the economically weaker girls.  It is doing a great service to the girls who have no other option but to work to support their families after their SSLC or PUC.

The BBM Students, as part of a rural exposure programme, undertook a nine days stay in Mundgod  North Karnataka – a village in the outskirts of Bangalore.  The work camp was a great success and brought about positive changes in the attitude of the students.  The College Management contributed Rs. 2.5 lakhs towards education of the rural children of Mundgod.  Keeping in mind the poor and the deserving students, Rs.2.5 lakhs was given as scholarship and 30 students were given mid-day meals.

HONOURS PROGRAMMES

The Dept of Training and Development exposes our students to new horizons of knowledge, through the various Honours Programmes it offers through the year.  The courses provide additional knowledge to students and makes them well equipped to meet the requirements of the corporate world.  This year eight Honours Programmes were conducted – “Corporate Communication Skills” was offered by Prof. Rajaram and Mrs. N. Sharmila of Dept. of English, “Tally”, the accounting software by JL Computer Academy, “Leadership Psychology and Personality Development” by Mr. Mathew Thomas and Mrs. Barbra Naidu, “Mass Communication and Journalism” by Mr. Stephen David, “Security Analysis and Portfolio Management” by Prof. T.V. Narasimha Rao and Mr. Iyengar, “International Trade and Finance” by Prof. Srikantan, “Basic Managerial Skills” by Mr. Lawrence Mathias and “Computer Applications” by Mr. Kumaresan, the system administrator of St. Joseph’s College of Commerce. 

The Valedictory of the Honours Programmes was held on the 5th of March.  Prof. Srikantan was the Chief Guest for the day.  Certificates were distributed to the students for their respective courses.  

SPECIAL PROJECTS

This year a select number of II year students of our College were involved in projects which went beyond the requirements of the curriculum, which if implemented properly would definitely benefit the society at large.  One was on Micro Finance Banking and the other on Islamic Banking.

Micro Finance Banking: An interest generated out of a classroom discussion on ‘Micro Finance’ by Dr. Ousep Matthen went on to much bigger proportions, when five students of II B.Com ‘B’  - Vani, Ivneet, Parvati, Vandana and Pavitra took it up as a project.  They ended up conceptualizing a mosquito repellant candle which provided employment to women in Mandya, through which these women are able to generate the needed income.  These students have not only helped in creating employment for them, but also brought a smile on to the faces of families there.

Islamic Banking: Four students from II B – Kavita, Amrita, Avkash and Mariyam after listening to a talk by their Lecturer, Dr. Ousep Matthen, were left wondering as to why there are no Islamic Banks in India.  This was the spark, which ignited the students to go deep into the various aspects and scope of Islamic Banking in India.  As a first step to increase consciousness of this unique banking system, a number of presentations were made to Colleges and leading Private Banks in Bangalore.

I congratulate all these students who have dared to make a difference and also Dr. Ousep Matthen for igniting the spark in them.  The Management acknowledge with gratitude his presence and valuable contribution to the College. 

PLACEMENT

What sets SJCC apart from the other colleges is the placement of the final year students in high profile and suitable jobs.  Our placement officer, Mr. Augustin Amaladas, strives hard to provide the best employment opportunities to the outgoing students.  This year too, about 115 students have already been placed in reputed companies like Hewlett Packard, Progeon, Dell, Siemens, C Cubed Solutions, Ernst and Young and Flextronics. 

We always ensure that our students are well equipped before they step out into the corporate world.  Mr. Jasbir Singh Dhody, an ex – Josephite Union President and a Rotarian, arranged a career guidance and counselling programme for the students.  A special two-day workshop – RYLA – Rotary Youth Leadership Award was also conducted for the II & III year students.  Interactive sessions on topics like time management, effective public speaking, etc., were held by eminent professionals. 

ALUMNI 

Our Alumni is a source of strength for our institution.  Apart from the scholarships and prizes they award, they continually assist in our quest for excellence.  This year, the alumni has selected Parvathy Omanakuttan of Final year as the best out going student.  In their regular interactions with the current students, they organized a cricket match between the old students and the final years.  The alumni also helped Saravana, a second year student in organizing a photo exhibition titled “Born to be a child” in the campus.

CONCLUSION

We are happy to announce that the University Grants Commission has granted us Autonomy, and are eagerly looking forward to the State Government for clearance regarding the same.  We will also be submitting our proposal to NAAC for Reaccreditation.  In the days to come, there are challenges lying ahead of us. But I am sure, with God’s grace, the loving care of our patron St. Joseph, the constant support and encouragement from parents and staff, we will gain strength to move forward and face the future with confidence.  We will strive to impart quality education to our students without compromising on values and principles, before they go out into the society.  We also try, never to lose sight of our primary mission i.e., to be at the service of the deprived and the underprivileged sections in the society.  

Acknowledging the academic excellence and the service rendered to the institution during the academic year 2004 – 2005 a number of students were awarded various prizes (Prize list enclosed).  They have made us proud.  We are greatly indebted to Fr. Provincial and Fr. Rector for their guidance and encouragement.  I also thank our staff, who are an indispensable part of our institution, and have made the College what it is today.

May God Bless you all

14th March, 2005

Bangalore
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