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Subject: Organization of Pre-Summit Activities for Al Impact Summit 2026-reg.

XRVhTHORTr/HdKT,

Artificial Intelligence (AI) is a key driver of global economic growth, productivity, and innovation.
It is also a critical enabler of India’s national visions ofAtmanirbhar Bharat and Viksit Bharat

Recognizing this strategic importance, the Government of India launched the IndiaAI Mission on

March 7, 2024, to strengthen India’s leadership in AI and to promote inclusive and responsible
Al development.

The IndiaAI Impact Summit 2026, scheduled to be held in New Delhi on February 19-20, 2026,
positions Al as a national priority and focuses on translating global Al commitments into
tangible, real-world impact. The Summit emphasizes the importance of coordinated action
among government, industry, and academia to drive inclusive growth and reinforce India’s Al
leadership. In this context, Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) play a pivotal role in expanding
Al adoption across education, research, and industry.

To build nationwide momentum and engagement, Al-focused Pre-Summit Events will be

organized across HEIs, feeding into the IndiaAI Impact Summit 2026 and empowering students,
educators, and institutions to contribute meaningfully to India’s Al commitments. An 'Issue Note’
shared by the Ministry of Education on the subject is attached for ready reference.

In this regard, Higher Education Institutions are requested to organize one significant Pre-
Summit Event during the period 15 January 2026 to 10 February 2026. The event may include
participation from students, faculty members, industry experts, and representatives from at least
ten nearby higher education institutions (excluding lITs and NITs). The activities may, inter alia.
include

Awareness sessions on Al courses and programmes offered by the institution;
Interaction with industry experts on emerging trends, career pathways and employment
opportunities in Al; and
Discussions on research, innovation and start-ups in the field of Artificial Intelligence.
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It is also requested that after the events the details of the same may be updated in the following
link and social media post may use the hashtags #IndiaAIImpactsummit2026#AlforGood
#lndiaAl#peopleplanetprogress #AlforAll.

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/l O_oP63qydvwCPFieUBjxt_yogJvLUD5AZPBN
JpkXf91/edit?usp=sharing
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Issue Note

Pre-Summit Events in

Context

Artificial inteLLigence is a key driver of gLobal economic growth, productivity, and
innovation. its adoption is expected to add USD 500–957 biLLion to India’s GDP by
2035, making Al a key Lever for national visions of Atmanirbhar Bharat and Viksit
Btlarat.

I
Recognizing this, the Government of India Launched the IncliaA! Mission on March
7, 2024 to strengthen India’s Leadership in Ai and enabLe incLusive, responsibLe Al
deveLopment. The Mission enabLes access to compute infrastructure, Al-ready
datasets, At modeLs, taLent deveLopment opportunities, and innovation support.

IAS-driven disruptions highLighted the need to urgentLy strengthen the Higher
Education system through a transformative approach that emt)eds ethical Al use,
sustainabiLity, and preparation of Al-ready graduates.

I
Higher Education Institutions, regardLess of their digital maturity. are central to this
effort as they face increasing pressure to build an Al-ready talent pipeLine,
advance interdisciplinary research, and partner with industry to translate Al
innovation into reaL-worLd impact and entrepreneurship.

The IndiaAI Impact Summit 2026, to be heLd in New DeLhi on February 19- 20,
2026, positions Al as a national priority and focuses on transLating global Al
commitments into reaL-world impact. it highLights the need for coordinated action
between government, Industry and academia as provided by the summit, for
incLusive growth and At Leadership.

In this context, HEI-Level Pre-Events aim to Link education, upskiLLing/re-skiLLing,
research, and industry needs to the Summit’s seven interconnected themes: (1) Safe
and Trusted Al, (2} Human Capital, (3) Science. (4) ResiLience, innovation &
Efficiency, (5) IncLusion for Social Empowerment, (6) Democratizing AI Resources,
and {7} Econornic Growth & Social Good.

The series of Al-focused Pre-Summit Events across 200 HEIs aim to boLster
nationwide momentum and engagement, feeding into the India Al impact
Summit 2026, empowering students, educators, and HEIs for India’s Al
commitments.



Al for Bharat I Role of HEIs

HEIs are crucial for expanding Al penetration across education, research, and industry
roLes. As demand for Al-ready graduates increases, institutions are integrating Al into
curricuLa, teaching–Learning processes, research, and academic operations.

CLose industry coLLaborations ensure that Al adoption transLates into improved
Learning outcomes, empLoyabiLity, innovation, and enhanced empLoyability of students.
HEIs can demonstrate their advances reLated to At adoption and use by showcasing
how they:
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By aligning with the seven IndiaAI Impact Summit themes, HEIs can showcase how
education is both Al-enabLed and Al-enabLing. The Pre-Summit Events aim to heLp
students move up the Al vaLue chain from users to creators.

Furthermore, heLping students and facuLty engage with reaL-worLd At appLications,
production environments, and Al ethics fiLLs the gap between Al education and
empLoyment.
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Discussion Points aligned with India/LI
Impact Summit Themes

01 Human Capital Enhancement for an Al-Ready Workforce

b ExpLores the rapid evoLution of the industry and job market due to Al.

$ As the nature of work shifts, the denland for skiLLs is moving toward r9Le?
“ that Leverage Al for human-centered designs and outcomes. Discussions

wiLL focus –on enhancing curricuLa based on model frameworks and
industry inputs on emerging roLes.

> Participants wiLL examine interdiscipLinary learning and upskitUng to
’ prepare for careers across the Al value chain and to enabLe students to be

trained for an Al-based knowledge economy.

> This discussion theme addresses how HEIs can lead the Large-scat9
' transforrnation of India’s hurnan resource taLent to meet these new gLobal

demands.

a Economic Growth & Social Good:

A }> Thi, p,i„t f,„„, on b„ini„g i„dig,„,., A1 ,,L.d,„s f,r ec,nomic and
’ social impact. Students and facuLty Learn how to move from Al users to

creators up the Al vaLue chain.

0
;/' The discussion expLores how HEIs can transLate campus-based Al

research projects into viabLe startups, industry partnerships, and social
impact soLutions.

b HEis can examine ways to strengthen student-led Al innovation through
Innovation CounciLs, structured incubation and start-up support, and
pre-incubation ecosystems that enabLe idea scouting, earLy prototyping,
access to data, and basic business support. These mechanisms can heLp Al
ideas progress from cLassrooms to real-world solutions.

03 Science and R&D Strengthened by Al:

# This point examines how AI is transforming scientific research
traditional R&D approaches to data-driven, Al-enabLed methods.

from

> Participants expLore how At acceterates discovery, improves research
quaLity, productivity, and heLps HEIs achieve research outcomes across
higher TechnoLogy Readiness LeveLs.



Discussion Points aligned with IncliaA I
Impact Summit Themes
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} HEIs can discuss expanding access to Al infrastructure and tooLs through

shared Al tabs and open-access computing faciLities, and by deveLoping
and disseminating Al tooLs and modeLs to students across discipLines.

0

}> Institutions can expLore interdiscipLinary short Al courses, and hands-on
learning opportunities that enabLe technical and non-technical students to
acquire Al skiLls for their dornains.

> The discussions can highLight the roLe of student-Led Al clubs, innovation
communities, and informal Labs where students can tinker, experiment,
and coLLaborativeLy deveLop Al tooLs and appLications. This aLLows
participants in HEis to buiLd advanced Al soLutions regardLess of their
Location or existing infrastructure.

05 Resilience, Innovation & Efficiency

> Expansion of Al infrastructure requires tremendous amount of energy. It
has a significant carbon footprint and impact on cLimate.

> This point aims to raise awareness about frugal Al and deveLoping
sustainabLe Al soLutions for Low-resource areas.

clusion and Social Empowerment with Al Innovations

This discussion point focuses on At for quality and accessibLe education
across the country.

?> Participants wiLL expLore opportunities for personaLized Learning, adaptive
assessments, assisted Learning for persons with special Learning needs,
and muLti-Lingual teaching-Learning for expanded access to incLusive and
equitable quaLity education.

0: Safe and Trusted Al in Higher Education Institutions

},, Focuses on the Al for academic work, use of data science, Al safety, ethics,
and transparency in academia and student-Led innovation.

> ExpLore how to buiLd reLiabLe systems that use data responsibLy.



Key Challenges and Enablers
Integrating At into Education is crucial to ensure that Large segment of Learners get
adequateLy aLigned to future empLoyment opportunities. However, several
systemic chaLLenges remain which need to be addressed.

Prominent chaLLenges and mitigation mechanisms are outLined beLow:

Infrastructure and Capaeity Constraints
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Expectation from Pre-Summit Events

The Pre-Summit Events are expected to deLiver the foLLowing outcomes:
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Increased At awareness and readiness among students and facuLty.

Understanding the Al vaLue chain, career pathways, and emerging job roLes.

yi/.</’sM#itaiZ4£:flr? iBfti,;;qi;tAd

Curriculum aLignment with Labour-market needs.
rAfnFqb,•r-iLn SPg-• k+i

Awareness and adoption of effective Al-enabLed pedagogy.

Ethical use of Al took, addressing pLagiarism, bias, and haLLucination.

Enhanced AI research and innovation ecosystems within institutions.
@

lb

Capacity buitding for administrators and facuLty, incLuding women in STEM.

DeveLopment of future-ready academic programs.

= Jan 15 - Feb 10, 2026

As next steps, HEIs are encouraged conduct in-person Pre-Summit Events
between January 15- February 10, 2026, aLigned with previousLy outLined
points

Engagements shouLd incLude demonstrations of student-Led At innovations,
showcase Al soLutions by incubated startups, panel discussions, roundtables,
workshops, industry forums, presentations, and other suitabLe forrnats.

institutions are aLso expected to document participation detaiLs, capture
photographs, and activeLy disseminate outcomes through their official
communication and social media channeLs to ampLI fr impact and share best
practices.




